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Pact. Now, an alliance in which we have put 
so much faith has erred by acting in a man-
ner that ensures all the wrong consequences 
while abandoning fundamental precepts. 

It seems as if NATO now believes that, 
after destroying Serbian infrastructure, and 
waiting until all Albanians are expelled from 
Kosovo, it can recreate order and peace from 
nothing. Winning militarily from 5,000 me-
ters is being confused tragically with polit-
ical success. 

Romanians have learned important lessons 
from our own contributions to peacekeeping 
missions in Angola, Albania and Bosnia. 
Among these are that preventing conflict is 
far easier than stopping it and that recre-
ating a status quo is a Gordian knot. We 
fear, however, that these lessons are being 
ignored. NATO’s potential to keep the peace 
and to prevent ethnic cleansing before re-
sorting to war, was belated and half-hearted. 
We hope for more, and have watched with in-
creasing anxiety as air power is unleashed; 
destroying without solving anything. 

Regional capacities to reduce the potential 
for or intensity of conflict have been ig-
nored. Romania’s participation in two costly 
U.N. embargoes against Iraq and Yugoslavia, 
plus peacekeeping missions in Angola, Soma-
lia, Albania and Bosnia exhibit Romania’s 
awareness of its role and willingness to sac-
rifice for principles in which it believes. 

Those qualities, however, elicited little in-
terest in Brussels or Washington, where re-
sorting to force seemed preordained. 

NATO appears to have changed into an or-
ganization prone to use bombs in lieu of dip-
lomats. And, instead of using expansion to 
address security needs in Europe’s most inse-
cure regions—the Balkans and the Baltics, 
for example—NATO told such countries to 
wait for security guarantees until war was at 
our doorstep. 

We think that many opportunities for me-
diating roles have been lot. As the only 
country bordering on the former Yugoslavia 
without antagonistic relations with Bel-
grade, Romanian NATO membership could 
have increased the probability of successful 
negotiations with the Serbs. 

The denouement of Europe’s most recent 
Balkan was has yet to be scripted. From the 
neighborhood, however, we can foresee a 
very discomfiting future: a broken but unre-
pentant Serbian nationalism, a heavily 
armed Albanian nation seeking retribution, 
an embittered Russia harboring imperial 
memories now convinced of NATO’s antip-
athy, and ample instability. 

To say we don’t look forward to such a 
21st-century environment is far too mild. We 
are deeply troubled. We thought we were at 
the gates of an alliance that would preserve 
peace in our corner of Europe. And, we never, 
never imagined that negotiations and peace-
keeping efforts would be jettisoned to inau-
gurate a war of such duration and intensity. 

But, a way out exists. NATO can declare 
that it has inflicted sufficient punishment, 
and is prepared to contribute, but not nec-
essarily command, a peacekeeping force in 
part of Kosovo to which Albanian refugees 
are returned and from which Serb army and 
police units are evacuated. Establishing the 
size and location of the two zones, and the 
nature of the international force must be ne-
gotiated, but such diplomacy, not cruise mis-
siles, are the path away from disaster. 

Romanians are prepared to fulfill useful 
roles along such a path. But, we must begin 
to travel down it soon lest NATO becomes its 
own nemesis.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to direct the 
attention of my colleagues to the celebration 
of Ocean Township’s sesquicentennial and the 
re-enactment of the historic first town meeting. 

Created by enabling legislation on February 
21, 1849, Ocean Township is a community lo-
cated in central New Jersey between the 
mouth of the Shrewsbury South River and the 
river to Eatontown Landing Creek. The precise 
boundaries, however, were originally de-
scribed in relation to farms and properties that 
no longer exist. 

In honor of Ocean Township’s founding and 
its first town meeting on March 13, 1849, the 
Council sponsored festivities reminiscent of 
that day a century and a half ago. The mayor 
and council members dressed up in period 
costumes while elementary and intermediate 
students sang songs and recited accounts of 
life in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Mr. Speaker, Ocean Township is just one of 
the historical treasures in central New Jersey 
that continues to thrive to this day. I know that 
the people of the community, by observing 
and respecting their history, will be well-
equipped to face the challenges of a brand 
new century. 

I hope that my colleagues will join me and 
other central New Jerseyans in extending our 
congratulations to the people of Ocean Town-
ship and wishing them another successful one 
hundred fifty years. 
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to John Chiang, a dear friend who this 
year is the recipient of the Legislator of the 
Year Award from the San Fernando Valley 
Democratic Party. While I am naturally de-
lighted that John has been selected to receive 
this prestigious award, I can’t say I’m sur-
prised. John is one of the most intelligent, 
thoughtful and generous people I have ever 
had the pleasure to know. His wide circle of 
friends and admirers can attest to his easy-
going charm and strong feelings of empathy. 

The explanation for John’s success in poli-
tics is simple; he works very hard, and he is 
true to himself. People who meet John invari-
ably want to become part of his team. 

John’s award from the San Fernando Valley 
Democratic Party is even more impressive 
when you consider that he was first elected to 
office only six months ago. In 1997, he was 
named Acting Member of the California State 
Board of Equalization. He replaced Brad Sher-
man, who was elected to Congress. 

John immersed himself in the difficult and 
politically unpopular job of administering tax 

policy in California. It says a lot about John 
that his popularity has actually increased as 
he has served in this particular post. In 1998, 
John ran for election to a four-year term on 
the Board. He won handily in a difficult pri-
mary, and then followed that with a smashing 
victory in the general election. John is now 
widely regarded as someone with a very bright 
future in politics. 

John is a dedicated public servant, who has 
become involved with many distinguished or-
ganizations and causes. He is a Board Mem-
ber of Los Angeles Nonprofit Planning Coun-
cil, an Advisory Council Member of Big Sisters 
of Los Angeles, and a volunteer attorney for 
the Los Angeles County Bar Association Hos-
pice AIDS Project. John’s many awards for 
community service include the Asian Pacific 
American Labor Alliance Community Service 
Award and the State Bar of California Board of 
Governors Pro Bono Service Award. 

In the past few months, I have been tremen-
dously impressed by the strength of John, his 
brothers Robert and Roger, and his mother, 
Judy, in coping with the loss of their beloved 
sister and daughter, Joyce. Joyce served as 
an intern in my San Fernando Valley office, 
and was a member of my Washington staff 
from 1992–95. I know how much John and the 
rest of the Chiang family miss Joyce, who was 
a very special young woman. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting 
John Chiang, whose selflessness and com-
passion inspire us all. I am proud to be his 
friend. 
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on May 20, 1999, 
a Tribute Dinner will honor Sam Davis for his 
nearly 40 years as Executive Director of the 
Michigan Association for Children with Emo-
tional Disorders. 

As the main force for the founding and con-
tinuing efforts of the Association, Sam Davis 
became an indispensable advocate in Michi-
gan for mental health and for special edu-
cation programs for children with emotional 
problems. From the very beginning, he has 
fostered grass roots activities on behalf of chil-
dren with special needs. In the early years, it 
was a difficult struggle as society was still 
wrestling with denial rather than acknowledge-
ment and treatment of mental problems, espe-
cially of our children. 

With the help of Sam Davis’ leadership and 
determination, there followed a period of 
progress. There was a spurt of action, both in 
the private and public sectors in Michigan. He 
served on many Boards and Committees, in-
cluding the Detroit-Wayne County Community 
Mental Health Services Board Advisory Com-
mittee on Children and Youth; Michigan De-
partment of Mental Health Advisory Council on 
Mental Illness; and Chairperson of the Chil-
dren’s Advisory Council of the Oakland County 
Community Mental Health Board. He was also 
appointed to the Child Mental Health Study 
Group of the Michigan Department of Mental 
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